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SUBJ: NEW LABELING REQUIREMENTS FOR COLOMBIAN FOOD INDUSTRY 

1. THE DIVISION OF STAND ARS & MEAURES OF THE MINISTRY OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HAS ISSUED A RESOLUTION MAKING MANDATORY 
THE STAND ARS ESTABLISHED IN DOCUMENT 512 OF APRIL 1972 FOR 

THE LABELING OF FOOD PRODUCTS. THIS RESOLUTION APPLIES TO 

ALL FOOD PRODUCTS IN COLOMBIA, INCLUDING IMPORTS, AND IS EFFECTIVE 

APRIL 23 THIS YEAR. THE NEW STAND ARS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2. LABELS MUST CONTAIN: SPECIFIC NAME OF THE PRODUCT; 

INGREDIENTS IN ORDER OF PREDOMINANCE: NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
MANUFACTURER; NAME OF PACKER IF DIFFERENT FROM MANUFACTURER; 
NUMBER OF THE OFFICIAL LICENSE, IF REQUIRED; SERIAL NUMBER 

OR PRODUCTION NUMBER OF THE UNIT. NO LABEL OR ILLUSTRATION 
MAY BE INACCURATE OR MISLEADING IN ANY WAY. 

3. LABELS MUST ALSO SHOW NET CONTENT OF THE PRODUCT, 

BY METRIC MEASUREMENT. LIQUID FOODS MUST BE LABELED BY CUBIC, 
CENTIMETERS, LITERS, OR MILLILITERS, SOLID FOODS BY GRAMS OR 
KILOGRAMS; AND SEMI-SOLID FOOD AS WITH EITHER LIQUIDS 
OR SOLIDS. FOR SOLID FOODS PACKED IN A LIQUID WHICH IS 
NORMALLY DISCARDED BEFORE USE, THE MEASUREMENT MUST BE 
OF THE NET DRAINED WEIGHT. 
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4. COMMENT. SOME REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PACKAGING AND 
BOTTLING INDUSTRY HAVE CALLED THE EARLY DEADLINE UNREALISTIC, 

SINCE ORDERS FOR CONTAINERS, TIN PLATE, AND LABELS ARE 

OFTEN MADE A YEAR IN ADVANCE. WHILE AND EVENTUAL POSTPONEMENT 

OR LOOSENING OF THE DEADLINE IS POSSIBLE, THE ACTION IS 

EVIDENCE OF GOC PLANS TO STANDARDIZE MEASUREMENTS AND TO DISCONTINUE 
NON-METRIC MEASUREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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